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THE 
BALANCE or OPINIONS, 
| | Wa. 


LATE RESIGNATION. 


$ the Nature of the SubjeRt which 
propoſe to treat of is nice and in- 
tricate, and may ſeem to come but 
under my Cognizance, I ſhall 
1 that the Freedom which 1 enjoy 
in common with my Fellow-Citizens; en- 
courages me to offer my Sentimeats there - 
upon to the Perufal of the Public. 


Svc Diveriity of Opinions already 
a the weekly 874 4 
Pamphlets of every Kind, that it : 
unpoſſible for me to be thought i 


thoſe who cas F 4 
who are in Favour 
of either, 


B Evaors 


421 
Evnoys in general, and I may ay the 
whole World, looks upon gland, and more 
eſpecially upon this Capital, as the Afyham 
and Reſort of the moſt Poliſhed and Senfible ; 
and to their Judgment I appeal, whether I 
rr 
their Favour. 


No Man in an elevated Station of Life, is 
ſecure from Envy, Criticiſms, and innume- 


by the Crucible of Truth, as by the Alem- 
beck of popular Diſcourſe. The malitious 
_ Darts which angry Minds let fly againſt 
bim, are generally repelled by Numbers,of 
enraged Apologifts, who, being guided by 
- different Motives, make it their BufineſFand 
_ Pleaſure to approve of all his Plans, without 
— Examination of | The View 
- of Preferment, or of keeping their Places, 
or other Motives of Self-Intereft, throws a 
Miſt before the Eyes of his Partifans, and 
renders them blind to all Deficiencies in the 
Conduct of their exalted Hero. He, in 
the Opinion of theſe zealous Flatterers, is an 
Oracle which can never err; the too cre- 
dulous World is generally the Eccho of this 


flattering Panegyrick, till a fmall Number 
of clear-fighted, and intirely difinterefted 


Spectators 


rable Cenſures, His Conduct is equally try d 


(3) 
Spectators ſtart up, who are able im 


mn ——_ 4 — eur at — 


partially 
to judge, by the Courſe which the Pilot 


ficers, whether he ſhall be able dextrouſly 
| to avoid the Rocks, and fait Cite into Port, 
cr (to ſpeak in plainer Terms) who may 
know how to fet a juſt Value upon his Ta- 
lents, Actions, and Schemes. $2 


Tus impartial Reader is bet able to judge 
whether 1 deſerve to be ranked among this 


laſt Claſs. 


Ir we refer to the Sentiments of the Ge- 
nerality of Writers who have employed their 
Pens on this Subject, we are told, 1 


not a Cabal, or any particular Party, but 
the whole Nation, which glories in having 


_ ſupported Mr. Pt in the honourable Poſt 
he poſſeſſed till the Time of his voluntary 
Reſignation. 

Tux Ae of this e ser ve | 


' 
| multiplied ad infaitus; He is the greateſt 
| Man, fy they, tha hath ever 


— 
l 2 rit, 


(4) 


rit, and to vary from this Opinion is con- 


trary to good Senſe. 


Coup theſe Gentlemen deprive me of 
all human Reaſon, I ſhould be far from de- 
nying but that their Hero hath deſerved 
Part of this Applauſe, by his great Applica- 
tion to Studv, and the Knowledge 


hath not d ĩrected his Actions with the fame 
Prudence and Readineſs, the fame Genius 
and Capacity, which have been conſpicuous 
in great Men of former Times, ſuperior to 
whom they allow him, in faying, That this 
Minifter never had his Equal : 'This indeed 
I could not venture to aſſert, without expaſ- 
ing myſelf to the Derifion of the Public, ve- 
perable as much for their Learning, as for 
their Judgment confirmed and authoriſed 
by Facts: who form their Opinion of the 
Moderns by the Antients, and from time to 


time review the memorable Actions and ex- 


tenfive Capacities of thoſe great Men, who 
might ſerve as Models to Mr. P—:. By 


Models, I would not be ſuppoſed to recom- 


mend an Imitation of their Conduct in eve- 
ry reſpect, (as there may be ſome Defects, 
which a firift Integrity cannot approve of,) 
1 mean thoſe brilliant Acts, which even to 


of Public 
Affairs: but give me Leave to ſay that he 
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(s) 
the lateſt Poſterity will make them admired 
and imitated by all thoſe who have at Heart 
the Glory of their Sovereign, and the Wel- 
2 


A Ximenes, 2 Don Autenio Perez, a Sully, a 


| Richelieu, a Mazarin, a Dormes,an Oxenffiern, 


and many others, have acquired fuch diftin- 
guiſhed Reputation, that to eclipſe theirGlo- 
ry, Heaven muſt have ſupplied us with ſome 


Can Mr. N fay, in his own 
tion, that during his Adminiftration, ke ever 


met with the like Obſtacles? Could any 


Republic afford Models lefs dangerous to 


EU | 


HortLiaxD 


| : : „an Min- 
Nee | 
* 3 _—_ Zeal, are elo- 
fins, 79 — = — 
— of their judiciouſly 
the Reins of their Governments. 
naging 


2 
1 _ 7.4 
2 * 
— 24 Burleigh, 2 Walter Na- 
y- other great 
Ad; — * - 
= = hom the Nation — 
ay Pcb it hath acqu — 
— dom. One of the — 
conſummat dy bens. Tt the Bi 
Compound —_— 
2 Solomon faith) W's fl ru ec 
(as 
Dera. 


without doubt, was not a Mi- 
228 Gs CO 
niſter who was _— rene 
_ YR nd 
n 22 
2 R Probi - 
e 00 
of at home and abroad; to a ſtanch 
of the State 


Fidelity 


C 
Fidelity une „ 


public Welfare as an Al 
tar where 
4 to be facrificed; to — 
— * every · thing which is alt 
the public Good 3: — = 
| 3 Always ta fpeak, whether 
* + nn: —_ ——— a6 
Kay! ning tre i 
2 of his Maſter, bis Language ought 
_—_— be accompanied. with; —_— 
— * 
3 the Regard doi tte fo 
— the Preſence of the Members of the 
= Council, 4x, by dm 
— rejected, by being given in 
— — . and with'too” much 4 


2 abvays eee — 


former, is thas h 
which ſhows the Fortune: 
Sx in Agriculture, Commerce, 
 Reſeruces of > Sats, byes | 
eames 


1 
Minifler may prudently embrace, defetid 
and ſupport the Intereſt and Glory of a free 
People. 


Art theſe 
aſtic Apologifſtsof the Talents of Mr. P—:, 
he poſſeſſed ina Degree ſuperior to any Man 
living ; this ſeems very different 
from our Sentiments at this Time, when we 
have among us ſo man) men who have 


1 * ay 


given ſufficient Proof of their Abilities. Mr. 


P——t not being immortal, the Nation would 
be unfortunate, if in lofing him 
no other Man could be found, wor- 
thy, to ſupply 
not whether this Exceſs of Praiſe agrees with 
certain Conceſſions of Mir. 23-4, 
who willing to juſtify his intimate Friend, 
declares that he diſdained not to hear certain 
NY =—_y Gs 

and crafty Mir. . in the Name of the 
Court of Madrid, and which ſeemed as if 
they were to ſerve as a at the 


and that of Yeſailles. 


Ir is very evident that this 


enz Minifter at Madrid, tended only to 


y his Place. Beſides, I know 


—— . 2 — 22. 


— and 


(9) 
gain Time, which the French Miniſtry want- 
ed to retard * of our Fleets, 
and ward off the Blows we might give them, 
and for which our Enemies could not have 
been prepareyls 35; we had carnied-thend tnto 
3 * 

ee 
Ir ja nce (ef b an e haſh 
| Delays the Freneb Miniſtry bad in view the 
> Junction of the King's Houthojd/Txoops with 
the Army of Seubeze, and the ſending of an- 
other Reinforcement to that of Rroglis to 
convey Proviſions, and fortify their Colonicy 
in dnerice; and lafily, to pregare themſelves | 
e eee 


3 
n 
at leaſt ſuſpect the Intention of the Count of 
Ver ſailles, by the premature Progofition made 
| buy Mr. Buſh, I. ſhall not from thence con- 
' clude. that, our Patriot Minifter wanted Pe 
netration ; the Man who is endowed with the 
greateſt Share thereof, may poſſibly be im- 
poſed upon by one who is habitually verſed 
in diſguifing the Truth. 1 Mall only fay, 
| with Salluft, That when a Minifter attributes 
| to his own Genius the Succeſs which is only 
| owing to Chance, he is eaſily led into an 
Error, w hie h prevents him from guarding 
S aa inſt 


A — K 0 99 — 


: | (2461 
n the es wi 2 Mind infinitely 


OD OP OF, 
for him. Fs, 


Mr. Bvery was known at Lands, twen- 
ty-four Years ago, to be a Man of this Stamp. 
and the more he was known to be ſuch, the 
more eaſy it wes for a Miniſter (the Primun 
 Aﬀodile of the Public Intereſt) to guard him- 


— Wy En © 
0 wirnov f e. into 2 Detail of the 
kt us fee what Anſwer Mr.. 
ſhould have made to Mr. Buff, when that 
Negociator mentĩonad to him the Intentions 
of the Court of Madrid : I perceive, he might 
have replied, that your Court is ve- 
ry ing to a general Pacification ; 
It is not to he brought gbout by Methods 
remote and diflant to the Purpoſe: You 
only endeavour, by amuſing us, w compaſs 
2 eint in View, more favourable to your 
2 


is thus Mer, P: fent back to Mr. Bu 
þ the Mikmorial wherein Mention was made 
of the Intereſts of Sin contrary to thoſe of 

England, infinuating 9 by a particular 
Letter, that neither his Majefty, nor his Mi- 
niſters, 


tage of this Interval: 


date weak Minds, gives out, that a Treaty 


third? —— Why, left they thould be called 


(1) 
nifters, would ever receive any-thing of that 
Kind, +72. that ſhould include other Nego- 
ciations than thoſe which were entirely the 
Bafis of his Miſſion, and tended to a folid 
and lafting Peace. To what Purpoſe are we 
when we donothing in conſequence of them? 
Are we to fear Mr. Babs Threats? Or are 
we to purſue our Plan, and compel. France 
to do what in Juftice ſhe ought ? — No ; —- 
The priviledged Emiſſary of the Court oi 
France obſerves with Pleaſure our Patriot 
Hook ; after which he retires with a fecret 
Jatisfaction at the Anxiety into which this 


— In T_T 
cs 


Mr. P—r writes — Me- 
did; Mr. Buffy, or his ourt, takes Advan- 
different Meaſures, and, like a lofing Game- 
ſter, reſumes freſh Spirits; and, to intint» 


of Alliance, offenſive and defenfive is nearly 
concluded between her and Sh; Lord 
T——e and Mr. P—t, — and why not 2 


cd... — My Load 
* and 


ad 


( 12 

and the Miniſter, his near Ally, preſent to 
the Council a Memorial wherein is contain- 
ed a Project for a Declaration of War againſt 
Spain; this Plan was not approved of; and 
becauſe the whole auguſt Aﬀembly, the grand 
Support of the Crown, the true Pillars of the 
Nation, all prudent, wiſe, and . illuftrious 
Noblemen, find nothing ſufficiently culpable 
in the Spaniſh Nation for us to deelare War 
againſt them, becauſe theſe true Defenders 
Supporters of our Rights, thoroughly 
verſed in domeſtic and foreign Afﬀairs, ear- 
nefily with for a ſolid and laſting Peace, and 
a Decreaſe of the national Debt, 2nd lafily, 
becauſe their Sovereign, the beſt of Kings, is 
not of their Opinion, this Lord and Mr. 
Pt think that the fineſt Flower in their 
Noſegay is taken away, and that they are 
deprived of all the Glory of that high Capa- 
city with which they both believe themſelves 
endowed. They both therefore voluntarily 
reſign the Places they held upon — 
» 


I um en e e chat 
theſe Retignations, notwithfianding the lofty 
s ob * them, are a Proof 
| i which would-ufurp a 

Pro-eminene oer 3, and bear ap bf 
Sway 


Gentlemen have no 


ay of the 


e | 
his King and Country, reap the Profit july 


— 1 
6 a 


Es it not very evident, that a Cenfure of 
this Nature would confine the Prince's Ge- 
nerofity, which can never be too extenſive in 
ing real Merit, as it never fails to pro- 
Subjets. | . 

Ar this Ad of 
his - 5 2 manifeſt Proof -that this 
Prince, truly worthy of his Throne, takes 2 
Pleaſure in putting into execution the Max- 
im of P I. King of Spain, who frequent- 
ty would fay to his Minifter, Te ave of iy 
An. als FF tate cave of yours. TOE» 


In ſome Parts of the World, abate the 
Miniſter is inveiied with-the imire Manage- 
ment of State-Affairs, a parallel Refignation 
to that of Mr. Pt, would have been high- 
ly reſented the Sovereign; Tis the 
Nang of fe bien © | 2 Mini- 
fter (though perhaps quite contrary to their 
own Inclination} becauſe they look upon it 
as derogating from Honour, and inconfiflent 
with that Submiffion which is due from 4 


Subject, 


, this generous 


a, 0 them to f 
when he, pe And 


ens. in cv 
Aan ene 
4 r lac 


3 


FS L ww * 
UU .. * nnn 


Bur for what Reafon do ne 

clim againſt Mr. Pt Rehes k it 
the national Intereſt which cxcites their Cla- 
mour ? No: 'tis their own private Benefit : 


They 


(2165 


| They: had. been .infyred. that this zealuus 
Defender of the Liberties and Glory of the 


venyes, an an Affair which concerned Ihe In- 


ans hack timen 


TEA GL ky aw ide i 
their Panegyrics and Criticiſms, they tod 
_ precipitately run into Extremes. Would 
e 


and revengeful Terms, almoſt invective; on 


— upon G——1 FF, and the Cri- 


ticiſms paſſed upon thoſe who have (though 
without any finifter Views) purſued wrong 
Meaſures, I apprehend that a Medium 


tereſt 8 2 


rious Flouriſhes, farcaftical Expreſſions, low | 


n 


e at the Lear the 


naxe not yet 


(47 } 
e 


" Ar Ather may eren. na formed 


either ta the 1 
the Farty 


Public ? but when br Is 1 pe fe | 


17 


rit, buried in Güsten. Rn 


to his Hero mote Glory 
another Man, ite eB, uh 
Up! have W N15 
n FLA $0. 12014 bh | 
Tnoven — GR dir 


en of Haſtenbeck, and the Defeat at 


It. Cas, were ptimary Attempts, not fo fa- * 
courable to the Glory of our Arne yet our 
Revennes, our Forces by Sea and Land, and 
all our other Reſources, whith we cad, and 
:nptired by thoſe trivial Chegks, as to war- 


> rant 


( 18;) 
OE that the Nation was in 
critical a Situation as ſome Writers would 
inſinuate; particular one, who in a Letter 
a xt Honourable Perſonage, begins 
: City of London, as far as Me- 
- mm. A Die Oat 200 
„ accepted, the Scals at a Time when this 
«« Nath ws in the no deplorable Ss 
* tion” If this Writer, was not hired to 


Dion How would he expeth kindelr 
was he to.loſe 2 twentieth Part of his Sub- 
fiance ? Would he not cry out, I am a 
dead Man! — I am murder'd ! — I die with 
Hugger! — 1 am affaſfinated ! — For, after 
the MOST DEPLORABLE SITUATION, 


theſe extreme Dangers generally follow. 
| Iwouſd adviſe this Writer to ſum 
be has ity ſufficient) the Loſſes which 


pulation, her Revenues, and her Commerce, 


| by the Wars in the Years 1740 and 1748; J 
would 


up (it 


; 
+ 
4+ 
* 
3 
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S > ma 
would adviſe him to form a juſſ Idea of the 
maritime Forces of that Crown; and then to 
take a Survey of our naval Foxee, the invin- 
cible Bubvark'of this Monarchy, '* 


Lr him reflect on the Utility aid Strength 
'of our Alliances, with the ner of Ger. 
, and other Princes of the Empire, firm 
way bene in their Engagements with 
us, and Warriors valiant and formidable to 
—— This eloquent Au- 
thor (and without Doubt able 'Obſerver) 
will find out, by the moſi fimple Rule of AL 
gebra, that we were not ſo difabled as he 
us; when Mr. came i 
I 


| Wang we deflltiae of the Means 
ſor putting our Land Forces into the ſame 


| good Condition in which they now fland ? 


Is it Mr. t that hath diſciplined and 
taught our Provincial Militia the Uſe of 
Arms, fo neceflary to repel a warlike Ene. 
my? Could not the Loſſes we had ſuſtained 
at the Beginning, of the War, be put in Ba- 
lance with the Ruin of our Enemy's Com- 
merce, by the Taking of their Ships on te 
Ocean. Mediterranean, and American Seas, 
—_ 

e as 


L 20 } 
of Fix Ig Chapelle ? Had the Nation loft that 
martial Spirit which, from the Foundation 
of this Monarchy, hath crowned her with 
immortal Layrels? Had the loft tlatC redit 
RR and which doth 
will ſupport her, ſo long as any Confi- 
n;! .. | 


oun Wie will be nech foy many 
FA - fone re 
at the Bank or Exchequer, On the other hand 
who can ſay that we ſhall nat have at the Helm 
of Aﬀairs (and perhaps we already have) one 
of thoſe ſuperiar that are rarely to 
be met with, and who, undoubtedly, will be 
as capable as his Predeceſſur, ta remedy the 
Inconveniencies which might reſult from an 
W 


. To whom are we indebted? Shall a Tip- 
ſtaff of the Parliament of | Faris be charged 
| pas ta compel us to 
pay 

| I challenge: his bold apd enthufiaftic Apo- 
L»gift to prove, by ſtronger Arguments than 


thoſe I can produce againft his, that a War 
with Spain would better contribute to the 


Payment of them than a ſolid Peace. Not 
21 that we ought to 


| comply 


r e ee + ee ene. * 


* ] p45: ann 


(21) 
c y with the us Terms 
— > Buff, on the Part of- 
France: The Hongur of the Crown, and true 


Intereſt of the Nation, I 


— F714 


How: many fubRantial Reaſons * 
produce, to prove that a Rupture with Spars, 
by ſetting all Exyogy in Flames, and obliging 
us to divide our Forces 22 — 


fe for the Laſs of our brave Countrymen? 


"Tus very viſible that a Plan which tended 
only to increaſe the public Calamities, would 
naturally excite the generous Compaſſion of 


a Prince fo conſpicuouſly humane and ten- 


der, as the auguit Soyereign with whom Hea- 
ven hath bleſſed us, and indeed that 41 
nat cafily ſu with the 

mane, and juft Sentiments af theMembers of 
* Council. | 


ALL our Undertakings (lays the Apologid) 


during Mr. P ts Adminiftration : If this 


_ cloquent Author had learut to read, before 


he 


have been attended with the greateſt Succeſs = 


C22 

he had commencedWriter, he would have re- 
marked, by more than one Paſſage in Hifte- 
Ty, that it is one of the moſi palpable Ervors 
and indicates & very weak Mind, to meafure 
the Capacity of a Man in Place by the Sue 
ceſs of the Schemes which have been carried 
on under his Adminiftration;z I confeſs that 
that Succeſs is and ever will be a Prepoſſeſſi - 
on in his Fayour ; but who. will take upon 
kimfelf to affert, that the fame Schemes had 
not before beenl planned by his Predeceflor ? 
Or that thoſe which have appeared under his 
Friend, or ſome auxiliary Pen ? Let no one 
fo far deceive himſelf, as to ſuppoſe that the 
Succeſs of an Undertaking is always a certain 
Proof of the extraordinary Merit of a Nan 
in Place; fince, under the Adminiftration of 
2 great Minifter, endued with the moſt con- 
fummate Prudence, CircumſpeAtion, and pro- 
found Erudition, the public Intereſt may be 
in Danger, and may flouriſh under the As. 
regrment ofa for If calireted Genius | 


How — could I produce to 
make good this Aﬀertion ! but, for Brevity's 
Sake, I ſhall only recite the following: 


( 24 ) 
Wrrn what Eclat did they bel di the 4 
forementioned Cardinal in France, and all 
the Courts of Chriftendom ! And, if we 


lutely eſſential for them to hold with the 

of the Multitude, as they would 

otherwiſe have been ridiculed, and eſteemed 
63 | 


— tb, at this Time we en to the Sead 
ments of thoſe who are beſt to 


form a right Judgment of the Abilites requi- 
| — = 


PR 
- 


„ 2 toe a xd 2) 
Wazs the Foundation of an Edifice 
not firm, the Body of the Building, -which 
at firſt Sight raviſhed the: Eyes of: the aſlo- 
niſhed Speatator, finks and falls to the 
Ground at a Time when tis the leaſt ſu- 
ſpected. 139 ©3952 25 SON 


F. Ir 


26 

Ir my — 1 juſt, and in Effect 
the Nation is obliged to Mr. Pt for all 
the Laurels and Proſperity with which ſhe 
is honoured, the Proof will be ſhewn by 
their Duration, confirmed by the able Mi- 
niſter who fuccteds him; the firſt will with 
Glory ſpin. and the febond, with leſs Ho- 
mur, Art; and' Merit, weave; and both 
will deſerve, to the lateſt Poſterity, the Blei- 


66— prmracid the Public. 


$1 


7 Bur, 2 vhels InſpeAion will theſe 


' Afiniflers'have 


employed their wife Talents? 


his Infancyiin the Science of Princes; un- 
der that of # Privy-Countil) where Minerve 


preſides, under the Form of another M. 
my; and ies only to conduct Ber Hero 


i the Centre er Glory ſeated in the tem- 
ple: of Peace; and lay, under that of 2 
Parliament, compoſed of judicious Mem- 
bers, truly acquainted with the national 
Intereſt; and, may God grant, that having 
always in View thoſe precious Priviledges 
which-are the Support of a hay Liberty, 
with! Evidences fo refpethble and u- 


ſtrious as theſe, will be Oracles ſufficiently 


Unzer that of a Monarch trained up from 


— At. Att 


r S045 02 905.050 44+ 4 9 


1 4 A 


| 


ck: e pod rag] 


in America ; I term Succeſs, 2 


(80... 
eloquent, to convince the People that th 
Rights and Properties are yeſted only in 
Hands of thoſe who are . worthy to 
ſupport and defend them. 


SHALL we rather give credit ap 
Pens, who bluſh not to ſound the 

Alarm on the moſt trivial Diſadvantage, 
and who by their daring Prognoſtics, and 
their erroneous Suppoſitions, aim only to 


founded PEN * | 


thought, 
very great throughout allEzrepe)to have 
228 U 1 21 with BY 1 
as we and our Allies ever ſent into the 
Field, to oppoſe fix Armies fo formidable as 
thoſe which our Enemics have had in Ger- 
many fince the Commencement of the War, 
I term Succeſs, the naval Force of Fraxce 
being reduced to Mane of Fe 
— I bein” Sarerh Ht 


E 2 gained 


(22) 
N 
Eaft-Indics, and on the Coaſt of Africa; I 
term Succeſs the glorious and 
taking of Bella; and above all, I term 
Succeſs, his Majefty's happy Acceſſion to 
the Throne, his auguſt Marriage, his happy 
Coronation, and the univerſal Eſteem of his 
Subjects, which crowns this immortal Epo- 
cha with a Zeal not to be equalled in our 


I sHALL not take upon me to ſay, with 


fome emphatic Writers, that all theſe Suc- 
vantagious, are entirely owing to the high 
Capacity of Mr. P—7, I think 1 give him 
all that is in Juftice due to the i 


of his Talents, in faying that he has been 


one of the principal Inſtruments; I will 


Book of Fate, Jake RN 
revive the Candour and Virtue of m., 
hath ſeated upon the Brizifs Throne the beft 
of Kings; a Patriot King, the 
Love of his 
Enemies; and, that as a Prelage of his Hap» 
and Continuance of his 


and the Terror of his 


hath ſhowered down theſe Bleſſings 
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( 29 } 
upon the Nation, that they may daily re- 
vert to his ſacred Ferti, an that of his 
auguſt Spouſe. 


Wirwour Doubt to the Number of fo 
many heavenly Favours ſucceſſively beftow- 
ed upon theſe Kingdoms, we may add the 
good Fortune we have had to fee at the 
Head of Affairs, a pure, incorruptiþle, 
and able Minifter, diſintereſted and inde- 
fatigable, a zealous Servant to his auguft 
Mafter, and an eloquent Defender of the 
Liberties of his Country, a tender and 
faithful Huſband, a conſtant Friend, a good 
Maſter, and a good Citizen; this Enco- 
mium, in my Opinion, he juſtly deſerves 
from the Nation in general, and will re- 
dound more to his Honour than all the 
Adulation a fanatic Zeal can beftow, of be- 
244 Aller that ever exiſt- 
ed. 


Wung we judge of Things only by Ap- 
pearances, and by the falſe Luſtre which 
dazzles and deceives the Vulgar; we imagine 
that it is a very eaſy Matter for a Prince to 
chooſe, among all the great Men of his 
Court, one truly worthy to aid and fup- 


port the Weight of his Crown, but fo little 


(30) - 
" e know of the Ways and Intrigues of « 


ourt) this Choice is not fo cafy to be 


— * Suppoſe for Inftance, 2 Sovereign 
ic perfeAly well acquainted with all the O- 
Rcations for a great Miniſter, 
the greater his Knowledge is in that reſpec, 
the mote will he be embarraſſed 1 ” 
Choice. Of whom ſhall he aſk A 
Shall it be of thoſe in whom he imagines 
he hath diſcovered the greateſt 
Wiſdom and Prudence ? Which of them 
will anfwer him in a difintereſted 
e 
whom they would adviſe him to in 
the Conduct of State-A fais? An 


ſo delicate, that every thing of Moment 
comes directly under his Cognizance. 


Ws live not now in Times, as formerly, 


when the Queſtion was, whether the Sove- 
reign ought to govern by himſelf rather 
than by a Prime Miniſter, Neceſſity and 


Cuftom immemorial permit and require it, 
and it would be mere Vanity to adviſe 2 


Prince to govern by himſelf; all which 


Prudence and Wiſdom requires of him, is 
not to imitate thoſe inactive Princes, or 
thofe who being Slaves to their 


deprived themſelves of all Authority, ſub- 


mitted 


Share of 


y. 


Fas ˙—— 4.4 -  A#$554 „ © 6 


(312) 
mitted themſelves entirely to the Caprice 
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which happened in | 
| who, after he had been 
"3 Captive in Beppe 
n his Throne, by muß 
Wamement; except 
Phænomenon E 


ſelres as Circumſtances require. Philip 


Cyrus; 


( 33) 


of Maceden demanded of young Cyrus his 
Son, what his Tutor had taught him of the 
military Art? To exerciſe, ſaid he, and 
to command the Troops in all Evolutions 
and necefiary Motions, range the Cavalry 
and Infantry in proper Order, to put an 
Army in Battle Array, to advance againſt 
an Enemy, to know all their Works within 


and without a Place, and lafily, when to 


attack, and when to make a Defence. And 
is that all, ſaid the King? Yes, replied 
then you know nothing, added the 
King, ane Me bib e to teach you the 
ernennen 
the Choice of a Camp, the judicious Prac- 
tice of the different Orders of Battle, how 
to provide Suftenance for an Army, and 
prevent a Supply thereof to an Enemy, to 


Hinder their Progrefs, to ſeparate their Par- 


ties, to obſerve their Motions, and lafily to 


confirm by theſe and many other Ma- 


næuvres the Tranquility of the People who 
are to be protected, and the Glory of the 


Prince who protects them. 


Or how many Minifters could it not be 
ſaid, that they have had all the Knowledge 
requiſite for a Miniftcr of State, and yet 

F —_ 


} 


been deficient » if the Qualifications that 
ought to accompany them, to render their 
Talents as ufeful to their Prince as they 
might have been? To how many of them 
might it not have been faid, if their real 


4 


Friends might have had the Liberty ef 


ſpeaking 0 them, you know how to cut 
out, but you know not how to make up; 
you are much to be commended, being 


more induftriouſly employed in State-Af- 
fais than a common Citizen, devoting your- 
ſelf, entirely to the Duty of your Office and 


thereto facrificing all your Intereſt and 
Pleafures; you are not lefs fo for examin- 
ing with the ſtricteſt Scrutiny the Buſineſs 
of your Deputics ; but, in the firſt Place 
you did not apply yourſelf to fathom the 
Depth of their Capacities. Your affected 

Gravity made them believe that you thought 
yourſelf a Deity ; you know not how, at 
the proper Time, to beftow your Com- 
mendations upon them, to excite their Emu- 
lation and Diligence; thinking them inca- 
pable of ſome Particulars, you have under- 
taken them yourſelf, and miſpent your own 
Time in doing the Work of a Subaltern ; 
by an ill- judged Occonomy you have not 
employed fo * ought, which 
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(55) 
Scheme, and retarded the Succeſs, which 
Delay is always prejudicial to the Public 
Intereſt ; your Diſcretion is difputed by 


none; tis known with Reſpect to the Se- 


erets of which you ought to be the ſole De- 
poſitory, but you have made too much 
a Myſtery of many Things, which ſhould 
not have been conccaled; and, at the Time 


vou were thus employed, you were abſo- 


lutely prevented from ſeeing and hearing 
thote who for the Public Good ſhould have 
been admitted io you. A Minifter who 
would hear good Advice, ſhould not be 


averſe to hearing the meaneſt; from your 


too rigid Application aroſe your Solitude, 
and from that the Lofs of a thouſand known 


Eff-ntials. 


You have wrote whole Sheets in Folio, 
of what you would have done by your Sc- 
puties, when a few Lines would have been 
ſufficient ; you had Patterns to follow who 
granted neither Acknowledgments by Ca- 


price, nor Favours through Offentation , 


you have been a faithful and honeſt Man, 
but difficult, miſtruſtful, and fantaftical, 
beftowing your Smiles un none but your 
Favourites and Slaves; you thought not to 
find your Equal, have you made any En- 
quiry ? 10 


(35) 

A SULLy in France, 2 Le Fort in Ruſſia, a 
a Manteuffel at Dreſden, a Bartenſtein at Vien- 
na, have they in their Turns been your Mo- 
dels? A Miniſter well verſed in his Duty, 
like a ſkilful Anatomift, who is acquainted 
with the Minutiæ of the animal Fibres, ought 
to be no Stranger to the moſt minute Occur- 
rences that may promote the Intereſt of the 
State ; 


be wiſely divided and employed, like the 
Sun's Courſe, for the general Benefit. The 


himſelf, and incagnito, mixed with the com- 


mon People, to hear their Diſcourſe about 


him; I do not mention hun as a Model for 
others, for what End conld it anfwer, were 
it not for diſcovering ſome Circumſtances, 
which by his Management, might make for 
his Intereſt ? A King of Praffia, glorious and 


triumphant, over Multitudes of Enemies, 


thinks it not beneath him to anſwer any Let- 
ter ſent to him by the meaneſt Individual ; 
by this political Attention, he diſcovers uſe- 
ful Men, and prevents thoſe who have the Di- 
rection of his domeſtic Aﬀairs, from impoſ- 


ing upon him, or moleſting his Subjects. 


A 


nothing is unworthy of his Refearch- 
es, Attention, and Thought; his Time ſhou'd 


King of Sardinia, Victor Amadeus, diſguiſed 


| 
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may be ranked with the higheſt Subjects of 


(37) 
A SHLISTED, a Wolfenbuitel, have ours 
appointed to give Audience toStrangers; the 
Manuſactory of Branfwic purſues the ſame 
wiſe Plan, have you imitated them ? Were 
you placed in a higher Sphere than Philsþ 
Duke of Orleans, Regent of France? You are 


not ignorant that the meaneft Perſon had Ac- 


cefs to his Anti-chamber, where he had an 
Audience either from the Prince, or from 
the Cardinal Dubois, his minifter, whoſe Ge- 
nius our Anceſtors as much extol, as he is 
cenfured by his own Country for the De- 
pravity of his Morals? There is a Time to 


deny Audience, and a Time to admit: You 


very well knew, that although a Miniſter 


a State, yet the Poſt he enjoys does not give 


him all the Prerogatives of a 3 2 
Prince is not a God ; his Mind not being al- 


ways ſo extenfive as his Frontiers, he hath 
Need of a Pilot to aſſiſt him in conducting 
this immenſe Ship ſo often expoſed toStorms 
or Revolutions more dreadful than the moſt 


furious Hurricanes. The greateſt Stateſman 


that ever Rome produced hath acknowledged 
that the Capacity of the Sovercign alone was 
not able to ſupport ſo heavy a Weight as the 
Government of a large Empire, and that a 
Second was wanting to act as Mediator be- 

tween 


(34) 
eween him and his Subjects, to accept their 
Petitions and reſpectful Repreſentations, and 
to lay them before the Throne; to take up- 
on him the Refuſal of Favours that could not 
lawfully be granted, to ſoſten the ſeemingRi- 
 gour of ſuch Refuſals by kind Expreffions, 
and laftly to eaſe his Prince of thoſe Troubles 
and Fatigues which would make his Dignity 


ſeem rather a Puniſhment than a Gift from 
Heaven. - 


Ir a Miniſter ought to be the Veil of his 
Sovereign, and to diſcharge theſe Functions, 
how will he be able to do it, if is not to be 
ſpoken with at appointed Times? And if he 
aſſects to ſhut himſelf up in his Cloſet under 
a Pretence of Multiplicity of Buſineſi, will 
not thoſe who wafch his Conduct infer from 
thence that he only conceals himſelf through 
Fear of expoſing his Incapacity, or that his 


Audience muſt be purchaſed with a golden 
Bait ? 


To become Originals we muſt copy from 
no one; tis not the richeſt or moſt diſ- 


tinguiſhed Men, more the Slaves of Pleaſure 
than of Bufines, that give themſelves the 
Trouble of reflecting, and of communicat- 
ing their Reflections, concerning the Ne- 

ceſſities 


(39) 
ceſſities of the People; tis generally Men 
reftrained in their Fortune, who know, by 


their particular Station, Defire, or Emula- 
tion, how to confider and weigh, in the Ba- 
| lance of Experience, the Intereft of the Pub- 
lic by that of Individuals. Can a Minifter 
who by Contempt, or Prefumption contin- 
ually deprives himſelf of the Sight of theſe 
Men, boaſt of ſerving faithfully his Coun- 
try? I appeal to thoſe who know as well and 
better than me, the indiſpenſable Duties of 
a Man who is the Prince's Confident, and is 
the Depoſitory of Part of his Authority, as 
The Emperor may be in a languithing Con- 
dition, and if the Minifier may be ſome- 
tate the Sun, which is not every Day eclipſed. 


I uu very ſenſible, that all I have before 
faid is but a faint Deſcriprion of all the Du- 
ties of him who is intruſted with the Reins 
of Goverament; we well know that the Re- 
venues and Finances, the and Dif. 
triets of the War, Commerce, uſeful and ne- 
ceſſary Arts, and all other Branches which 
Proſperity of the State, require his Attention. 
1 know alfo that my Arguments may admit 
of 


(42) 
of many Objections and Contradictions, 
which I expect ad infinitum ; not from thoſe 
who make Truth theirGuide, but from fore 
who think that in order to deftroy any Ma- 
xims laid down, they need only imperioufly 
build upon Negatives. 


Bur to return to my Subject (for the 
Reader will think I have 2 a long Digref- 
fion} with regard to Mr. P.'s Sentiments 
of declaring War againft Spain. I have very 
carefully confidered every-thing that might 
tend to the true Intereſt and Benefit of this 


Monarchy in every reſpect; but what Man 
can fay he is infallible? Canl promiſe my- 
felf (who am not ignorant that as the Times 


— we alſo change) that I can, in my 
„de able to fift out the Truth 
of Things to that Perfection, as thoſe pene- 


be very well ſatisfied if my Readers vouch- 
ſaſe to applaud my Zeal, which, in my po- 
litical Reflections, ſerves only as a Torch to 
my Memory. I will nevertheleſs fay, that 
to thoſe who are verſed in the Secrets of 
the Cabinet, the Advice of Mr. P—:, at this 


cipitate,coufidering that neither his Catholic 


trating Men, for Money can do, to whom 
the Secrets of Courts are no Secret? I ſhall 


Juncture will appear to have been too pre- 


411 
Majeſty, nor his Council (as we are aſſured 
from good Authority) had not, directly or 
indĩrectly, approved of the Depredations of 
any of his Subjects, who through Prejudice 
of Religion, or Motives of Intereſt, had 
countenanced any French Privateers, to the 
Detriment of our Commerce, in any Ports of 


From the Time that we were informed 
by our lawful Subjects of their having 
ſtapped and viſited Dutch Veſſels, which, 
to the Tenour of the Treaties, 
ſupplied our Enemies with Arms, Provi- 
fions, and other contraband Effects, and that 
ſome of our Sailors had turned Pirates, and 
had ventured to flop ſome Ships of that 
Nation, the French Ambaſſador at the Hague 
uſed his utmoſt Endeavours to induce the 
Republic to declare War againſt us, Amfter- 
dam, Rotterdam, Dort, and ſome other Cities, 
with the utmoſt Rage exelaĩmed againſt 
Mr. Pt and us, and without confidering , 
who were guilty, and who were not, turned 
their Reſentment againſt the whole Nation, 


Turin political Writers, and with them, 
their Magiſtrates and Citizens, equally ex- 
claimed againſt this Injuſtice and 5 

| G 


142 
of the Treaties; the many Narratives that 


were publiſhed on this Occafton, breathed 
out nothing but Hatred and Animoſity, and 


concluded always with Reaſons, which they 
faid were more than ſufficient for a Decla- 
ration of War; what ſhould Mr. P—t have 
faid or done, who, at that Time, was in 
Puſſeſſion of the Seals, if the Dutch had 
been on this Side the Queſtion? Our Am- 
bafſador at the Hague, never acquitted him- 


ſelf with more Honour and Sagacity than 


, who in removing the 


at this 
Fears and Grounds of thefe Alarms, found 
out proper Means to invalidate the Efforts 
of the Frach Miniſter as well as thoſe of 


all there who adhered to his Sentiments ; 


fo that the Republic, far from f 
themſelves to be perſuaded or intimidated 


Ear to the Promiſes of the Court of Ver- 
failles (which are always to be ſuſpected) 


ated in fuch a Manner as muſt be praiſed 


and applauded by the Dutch themſelves as 
well as by all Europe. 


Ous Lords of the Admiralty iſſued out 


Orders that were approved of by the Par- 
kament; we purſued our Commexce peace- 
*1y ; the Olfenlers were feverely puntited'; 


by the Clamours of the People, or of giving 


(43) 
all Piracies ceaſed, and a good Underſtand - 
ing ſubfifted. Ought, at this Time, an 
Example parallel to this to be deſpiſed ? 
Can we, without Difgrace and Iniury to 
our Reputation, ſupport any oppoſite Con- 
duct agairft a Crown, which hath not yet 
made any Preparations ſufficiently formi- 
d:ble to incline us to think that ſhe intends 
to join our Enemies, and confequently to 
adhere to a Party, intirely contrary to her 
ow! Intereſts. Doubtleſs, the Minifters of 
the Court of Verſailles; and, perhaps, with 
them a fingle Minifter of the Court of Ms- 
drid, might repreſent Things in a different 
Manner; we ſhould with more Reuſon 
fuſpe& this Attempt, it being the only Me- 
thod France can take, I will not fay, to 
bring us under Subjection, but to put off 
and prevent their total Ruin, which, with- 
out extraordinary Succours, or the greateſt 
Miracles, they would not be able to avoid ; 
This I could clearly demonſirate in a larger 
Work. It is very well known to all who 
are acquainted with the Genius and Tem- 
per of the Court of Madrid, that the Ma- 
jority of the Grandees of Spain are not 
Partiſans of France, but for their bag Wigs, 
laced Ruffles, embroidered Cloaths, gold 
Veſts, and fometimes for Burgundy ; he will 
G 3 


(44) 
arfo know? that the Spaniards complain daily 
of the Proce:dings of the French; at the 
Time of the War in Hay for the eftabliſh- 
ing of Don Philip; at the Time of the 
Engagement by Sea before Toulon, but more 
Particularly of that imperious Demand of 
certain Sums of Money, as well to deiray 
the Expence cf the War that put Philip II. 
upon the Throne of their Monarchy, as 
for the Payment of the Widow of Lewis I. 
and the Debts contracted at Bayenue by that 
of Charles II. His judicicus Remarks will 
alſo give him to underfland, that the Fi. 
nances of this Crown, conſidering the Ex- 
pences ſhe is obliged to be at, and the Debts 
of Philiþ V. which ſhe is oblig:d to pay. 
are very far from bei 
World imagines at the Arrival of her Gat- 
leons; that her Land-Forces are neither 


ſtrong enough, or well diſciplined enough, 


to expect great Feats from them; that her 
Navy may conſiſt of forty Ships of the Line, 


as we may have forty Cages, and none or 


few Birds to put into them ; and lafily, that 
her true Intereſt for the Preſervation of her 
Poſſeſfions in aby, (I mean Naples, Sicily, 


Parma, Placentia, and Gueftalla) require her 


being on the defenfive Part, and not even 
to think of the offenſive, nor to commence 


any 


being in that State the 
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( 45) | 
any War but with the greateſt Deliberation; 
well knowing that an unſuceeſsful one 
would ſoon reduce her into that critical 
State in which France, her Neighbour, now 


actually finds herſelf. Have we not ſome 


Grounds to ſuſpect that Spain privately re- 
joĩces at the low Ebb the French are reduced 
to, and ſhe muſt expect no better Fare than 
her Nei if the ambitious Schemes 
of Fraxce had ſucceeded. | 


"Tis in — afamce Grades ah 

ſuperior Mind (will fa the Partiſam of 
Mr. P—t) to anticipate and ſoreiee the 
Advantages that may refult from a Coup de 
Main. 1 will agree with them, provided 


War, but with reſpeRt to a State with which 
ve are at Peace, we are only to be in Rea- 
dineſi for any Event; and a Minifter who 


knows not how to penetrate into the Inten- 
tion of his Neighbour, knows but in a very 


imperfet Manner, how to conduct Affairs 
of State. The wifeft Politicians have al- 
ways taught, that War muſt not be entered 
_ the Sake of Peace; that this 
deſperate Scourge draws. after it ſo many 
Miſchiefs, that we cannot too much com- 


Council were well 
taining” the Lawrels of urs is one of the - 


(4) 
mend a Minifter, who, by his Wiſdom pof- 


ſeſſes the great Art of preventing it, or that 
_ of carrying it on with Vigour, and to be 


he ſeems to be equally willing for either. 


ence of governing, he knows that he ought 
not to truft to the Hazard of a Battle, that 
which might, perhaps, be obtained by 
peaceeble Means, provided this peaceable 


cither to the Prince or People. 


Ir plainly appears by the Scheme of Mr. 
P—, which was for bringing upon this Na- 
tion another War, that his Majeſty and his 
„That if the ob- 


greateft Honours that can attend a couragi- 
the Pofſefhon of them muſt inly aſſect 
the Mind with a deep Senſe of Pity and 
Concern ; I would have him always victori- 
ous, if it were poſfible, without the Lofs of 
fo many of his faithful Subjects. The Cries 
of the indigent Widows and, poor Orphans, 
do they never come to his Ear? Yes, the 
Narratives of his Victories conduct them 
thereto, 6 | 


able to put an End to it, at a Time when 


If he is perſectly acquainted with the Sci- 


Negociation is attended with no Detriment 


Norte © 


(47) 

_ NoTwiTHSTANDING the great Succeſs 
of his Majeſty's Arms, from the Time Mr. 
St came into the Miniftry, and notwith- 
ſtanding all the Glory that attended it, I do 
not think them ſufficiently brilliant and ex- 
tenſive to engage us into a new War, which 
without Doubt, would bring us into freſh 
Troubles abroad, and lay us under repeated 
Difficulties at the future Congreſs, which we 
may not be able to put an End to fo cafily as 
we created them. The Glory and Honour 
of the Nation, but more partic her In- 
tereſt, require the Support of her Allies in 
Germay ; have they not deſerved in by their 


oo Wem have made us feel the Ech of 
their Victory? Are we free from all Appre- 
henfions on this Head, and qualified to turn 
our Attention another Way? What num 
derleſs Reflections may 2 fagacious Mind 
form to itſelf concerning what is or is not 
proper to be done, for the Preſervation of 
our Friends, and to our own ? A 
principal Talent in a Stateſman. is to know 
how gradually to prepare the Minds of o- 
thers, in order to bring them into his Way 
cf thinking, even the moſt lawful Things. He 


ought 


648) 
ought never to be affronted at Opinions con- 
trary to his o wn, becauſe a Conduct oppofite 
to this is altogether prejudicial to his Admi- 
iſtration 


1 


Tux Partifans of Mr. P—t begin to be of 
an Opinion, that it would have been infinite- 
ly more beneficial to the Good of the State, 
and would have tended more to the Honour 
of this able Minifter, if he had firſt conſult- 
ed ſome of the Members of the Privy Coun- 
cil ſeparately, with regard to the Propofition 
he intended to make to them, of deelaring a 
War againft Spain before he had openly giv- 
en his Sentiments on this Point; he would 
then have been able, in a proper Manner, to 
have infifted on a Satisfaftion adequate to 
the Loſſes and Injuries our Ships had ſuffer- 
ed, as well on the Coaſt of Spain as in Amer;- 
ca. In this he would have been more excuf- 
able, and though pefhaps, even then, he 
might not have been better approved of by 
the of the Members of the Coun- 
cil, yet it would have been more becoming 
than the violent and ſelf-opiniated Manner 
in which he propoſed it to them. 


Has v Reſolutions are very unfavourable 


0th Sue of an Vnderaking Ariftogle 
faith, 


(4 
faith, That the putting of any Scheme into 
Execution, ſhould be the Reſult only ot ma- 
ture Deliberation: Ought we not always to 
eſteem it a falſe Generofity to give a Prince 
Council that by promoting his Honour may 
be prejudicial to the Public? and becauſe Ad- 
vice of this Nature is Nem. con. rejected, Mr, 
P—f, who was well acquainted with the Re- 
gard the Nation had for him, his 
Place. What different Conſtructions could 
not be put on this Conduct ? But better ſay 
little than judge too raſhly: What could one 
lay of any private Man, who is the Spring and 
Baſis of the Sentiments of a whole Society, 
and who in a Caſe, finding all the 
other Members of an Opinion different from 
his, would give up his Truſt? Could it not 
be faid that he wanted, in a deſpotic Manner, 
to command the Suffrages of the Members 
of the Society, on his Side, without reſerve ? 
And if this Refignation had happened at a 
Time when all the Members had an abſolute 
Occafion for his Aſſiſtance, could ſuch. a Pro- 
ceeding be called generous? Ought any one 
to deſpiſe and domineer over the Plurality, 
| becauſe they have not immediately acquieſc'd 
in his Advice? Is it beneath a great Min to 


nutten even to a judicious Oppoſition? Or 
ought not Wiſdom and true Solidity to be a 
OY H | pr in- 
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Frinc ipal Faculty in a great Miniſtcr ? Unta 
whom can we apply the Aphoriſm of Lewis 
XII. who faid Qui neſcit diſimulare, neſcit reg- 
are, if net to a Mi ſiſter of State, who is em- 
played to act, on all Occaſions, for the Pub- 
lic Good ? It will be faid, that on the Decla- 
ration of War againſt d hain, de pended all the 
Succeſs of Mr. p—1 s Plans, as well for the 
preſent, as for the Time to come. This hath 
been, and is often now reported ; but who 
are thoſe that uſe this great and lofty Phraſc? 
Why mercenary Wretches who conſider not 
the Benefit of the Nation fo much as that of 
their Purſes. And who in their Senſes would 
bazard themſelves to the Calamitles which 
ſtain' d. the Ni with Blood, and made all E- 
Ott groan; provided they did not fall upon 
them? Who are thoſe that would join in 
Chorus with theſe Men? Ouly thoſe learned 
/;noramas's who know not that Events which 
proceed from ſuch a violent Plan as Mr. P. 
propoſed are always nncertain and 
ous ; and that the wifeſt Man, if not per- 
| haps the mult glorious, engageth with as few 
Enemics as poſſible. If, becauſe a Man is 
not approved of in every-thing by the Ma- 


jority of a Council compefcd of prudent and 
ſagacious Perſons, is Cauſe ſufficient for one 
in whom all the Nation eontide, as the Pro- 


tector 


131) 
tector and Defender of their Priviledges, to 
reſign a Place of Truſt, it is to be feared that 
ſew Men, in other reſpects valuable, will be 
able long to preſerve themſelves in their pre- 
ſent Situation : If, on the other Hand aMan 
in Place will never ſubmit to the Opinions 
of others, what Privy Council ä 
themſelves to ſuch Deſpotiſꝶm? 


Harrr are the People whoſe Prince is 
wife enough to guard himſelf againſt over” 
zealous Subjects, who, in ſome Caſes may be 


more warm than cautious ; and who will 
not approve of any Schemes but ſuch as 
| his Privy Council mall think conducive as | 
well to the Glory and Honour of their Sove- 
reign, as to the Benefit „ 
the Nation 
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